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Vermont Health Care Innovation Project  

Population Health Work Group Meeting Minutes 
 

Pending Work Group Approval 
  
Date of meeting: September 15, 2015; 2:30 PM – 4:00 PM; Calvin Coolidge Conference Room, National Life Building, Montpelier  

Agenda Item Discussion Next Steps 
1. Welcome, Roll 
Call, & Agenda 
Review  

Tracy Dolan called the meeting to order at 2:32pm.  
A roll call attendance was taken and a quorum was not present.  
 
 

 

2. Project Changes 
and Work Group 
Continuity 
 

Tracy Dolan introduced Georgia Maheras, VHCIP Project Director who discussed the upcoming project 
reorganization from the information included in the materials packet. 
 
Project Reorganization: 
There are five main components of the VHCIP: 

• Project/Program Management 
• Evaluation 
• Care Delivery and Practice Transformation 
• Health Data Infrastructure 
• Payment Model Design and Implementation 

 
The reorganization plan merges several groups and their respective work plans. 

• The new Payment Model Design and Implementation Work Group will incorporate the QPM, Population 
Health and DLTSS Work Groups’ work plans, activities, and members.  

•        The new Care Delivery and Practice Transformation Work Group will encompass the CMCM and DLTSS 
Work Groups’ work plans, activities, and members, as well as the provider sub-grant program.   

•        The new Health Data Infrastructure Work Group will replace the HIE/HIT Work Group.  
•        The current Workforce Work Group, established via executive order, will not change.  
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Agenda Item Discussion Next Steps 
 
 
Memberships are being reviewed and established now.  Participants are invited to self-select membership and 
one or two alternates, and provide us with feedback.  We are requesting this by the end of this week (9/18/15) 
 
New meetings will begin in October and will continue through 2016. 
 
Workplan coordination is underway to ensure that milestones are appropriately allocated to work groups and that 
no milestones are missing.   
 
Website redesign and organization is underway. 
Monthly status reports are being restructured to be more logical and easier to find and read. 
 
Tracy Dolan added that the Population Health Work Group will join the new Payment reform group to ensure that 
the lens of population health is applied to the conversations that will now be happening in the same room.  The 
group does, however, have some unique work to do on its own, such as the Population Health Plan.  As well there 
are conversations to be had around sustainability.  For example, looking beyond payment models to potential 
other sources of financing to help foster population health improvement initiatives in a sustainable manner.  How 
do we pay for population health and prevention in an ongoing way?  Jim Hester is working on a short white paper 
on this topic. 
 
Miriam Sheehy commented that merging the groups is a great idea.  The overlap and synergy between some of 
the groups is evident so having everyone together is going to be a good move.   
 

3. Approval of 
Minutes  

A quorum was not achieved.  

4. Accountable 
Communities for 
Health  

Accountable Communities for Health: A discussion about next steps 
 
Heidi Klein reviewed the 9 core elements of the Accountable Community for Health (ACH). 
 
At the last work group meeting, participants reviewed the recommendations from the Prevention Institute and 
the key strategic questions from the Center for Health Care Strategies.  Heidi has now put together a proposal 
that outlines potential next steps and topics for further discussion as the group continues to consider the creation 
of an ACH. 
 
The high level vision of an ACH would be to ‘align and mutually reinforce evidence based strategies in a 
geographic area to improve specific health outcomes.’ 
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Agenda Item Discussion Next Steps 
Goals – two tiers 

1) State level -- Pulled from state health improvement plan – focus on chronic disease, mental health and 
substance abuse, and immunization  

2) Regional level -- combined the goals of the emerging UCCs and the Community Health Needs (CHN) 
assessments in which hospitals engage as a mechanism for providing a foundation to determine regional 
goals for population health improvement. 

 
Josh Plavin commented that the federal requirements for CHN plans at the hospitals can be leveraged for 
activities and initiatives that we’re talking about.   
 
What do we need:  Core indicators at the regional level as well as the statewide goals. 
There might be a few different places from which to draw these. 
 
Next steps: 
Bring together the people who are already working towards the goals of an Accountable Community for Health 
from different communities around the state.  Consider how to build on existing efforts to  integrate  services for 
individuals and expanding it to the next circle out to the community wide population health improvement.  These 
innovators will be brought together to : 

• Learn with and from one another 
• Identify the practical steps and developmental stages in creating an Accountable Community for Health 
• Inform the development of necessary state level policy and guidance to support regional efforts. 

 
Ex: housing for a couple of high needs patients versus addressing housing for the larger community need. 
 
Laural Ruggles offered her thoughts on what she views as missing from the overall proposal: 

• Health in all Policies 
• Community Development people 

 
What do we mean when we say health in all policies?  Getting the SOV more involved and bringing non-health 
partners and more teeth to the table in terms of making regulations and policies that include health 
improvement. 
 
Sue Aranoff commented that in her review of the hospital budget approval process that it is hard to find concrete 
data on the amount of funding spent on the social and economic contributors to health outomes.  In her review, 
there are a couple of line items in the hospital budgets that appear to be aligned with this work.  She suggested 
that it would be helpful  to collect the data and analyze it to help determine how hospital funds are allocated and 
consider shift towards integration of care and community wide strategies to improve population health.   
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Agenda Item Discussion Next Steps 
 
Laural Ruggles pointed out that hospitals are not allowed to make as much money as is needed to get the work 
done – which is why we need to bring in more stakeholders to help with these efforts. 
 
Jim Hester – the guidance from the state could also include structured guidance toward those policy levers. 
 
Tracy added that it would also be beneficial to be more specific about the kinds of things that are working in the 
regional groups and around the state.  The proposal for the next step for ACHs is to bring together existing leaders 
to learn from and with one another. 
 
Mark Companion from the Vermont Housing Development Board introduced himself and indicated that he’s been 
working on bringing his organization’s services to a broader set of recipients and that housing services can play an 
essential part of the ACH structure.  He suggested that social impact bonds, such as those as being pursued by 
AHS are a good vehicle for funding – and the driver is housing – and not healthcare. 
 
The groups discussed the notion of breaking down the barriers between various work areas, and that it is a mighty 
task to “learn our world” of healthcare.  The ACH is a great way to bring those barriers down because in that 
model all the players are coming together. 
 
How do we engage those who are already on the ground doing this work, but not overwhelm them? 
 
Jenney Samuelson offered a comment that so many of the people involved in this effort are already convening in 
some forum or another –and some of these groups just cannot take another group to convene.  So maybe the 
opportunity is to fund and support the initiatives they are already contemplating. 
 
Laural Ruggles added that we should be meeting the community where they’re at. 
 
Heidi then spoke of how the Population Health Work Group has some funding to help create the space for 
bringing together groups to think about what the next steps might be for moving toward an ACH model. 
 
Jim Hester questioned if we want to put some of our resources toward starting the next wave of these kinds of 
initiatives.  
 
Kim McClellan asked if there is one place to know where the various communities or regional efforts are at in 
terms of these 9 core elements or other similar initiatives.  We do know what’s happening at the UCC level thanks 
to Miriam Sheehy capturing that on an on-going basis.  We have not yet created an assessment or inventory of 
activities beyond the UCC. 
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Agenda Item Discussion Next Steps 
Jesse de la Rosa noted the need to share what we have learned already with others who have not been engaged 
in the VHCIP project.  He suggested that perhaps there’s a way to film/record the initial summit of these 
conversations that could then be used as an outreach to those kinds of communities who are feeling 
disenfranchised.  Now is the time for awareness-raising. 

4. Next Steps Karen Hein closed the meeting with a look ahead.   
The Population Health Work Group has morphed  and will become part of the payment models new larger group.   
And the group will continue to meet quarterly  to review progress on the Population Health Plan– perhaps the 
next date in December.   
 
Please watch your inbox in the coming weeks for new VHCIP meeting invitations! 
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